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Cermany which, if they meant a ivthing

<hould have meant that the threats con-
tained in them were to be backed up by
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If it is Copperheadi
Wilson policy for lowering American |
tige and belittling American courage, lel
the President and his supporters mi

vpon reguest.  No red tape, no quibbling, We
make good promptiy if the advertiser does not.

re “Copperheadism.”

that haa to be

Mo

I

poor argu

ment

on pitl he World" accuses hey want to of that terrible accusation in
of Copperheadism because we fail 0 the press and on the stump.
accept view of the super-eminent merit —_— _—
i \Mr. Wilson's foreign policy. It says N Cleared U
hat the United States must settle its con- . ot Tt .p \ .
g ha fiald foreien relations Mr. Shonts has made a detailed and
VET i the held ol loreig: i s i 0
cither ! { by sime. That smooth explanation of the phrage “com-
ither by diplomacy or uy ur. i B 7 . i 4 . 4
viomat Ii- ¢ it wrongly assiines that mitments and obligations” which cume 1o
axoemat fut it wrongly assumes A
- rht i ing-1.a nemoranda re-
Americans are therefore debarred from light in the Young-Lane v Aran
ti the k t dinlomacv which garding the contract for third-tracking
rit & s ne Ki ol dipd ac e -
i ; N He has denied that

the elevated lines.
there was any sinister favoritism in his
advocacy of the Stevens contract; he has
tostified that Mr. Lane, the chief pro-
testant against it, admitted complete con-
tidence in his personal integrity, but
couldn’t “say as much about some of your
associates.”
to urge the executors of the late Mr. Lane
to make public any papers or documents
they may have bearing on this point.
There remain certein points o1
which the Thompson committee must re
quire further light. One of these is why
Messre, Lane and Read retired from the

Administration has succeeded in mak-
ing fam It is irritated because the|
crities of the Wilson foreign policy will
not agree with it that the diplomacy which
Mr. Wilkon has employed has been In itself
cither wise or suited to the exigencies of

the situa

We know a deal less about Cop-
perhendism than “The Werld” does. In
Civil War times it was the chief organ of
Copperheadism in this city, If we were
now in & state of war criticism of the gov-
eriment which might give aid and com-|
fort to the enemy would be inadvisable.

4

pood

still

But we are not at war. Whatever the : .
\dm jon may wish, its foreign pol- Interborough directorate, after munifest-
iev hus become the bipgest issue In the ing their suspicions about the contract

vnder consideration. Another is how the
protestants against this contract got the
iden that Mr. Shonts or Mr. Stevens or
Mr. Freedman was tos benefit personally

Preside

] campaign. If that policy has
oel) ght

ight—the only possible
policy er the circumstances, as “The
Warld" thinks—the issue ought to be wel-

Wwis= and ¥

omed by the Democratic party, which is by it. Mr. Shonts’s testimony docs
poing 1« “try to redélect Mr, Wilson. make the record complete by any ‘mea
Qavs “1T World": “But what is the | Mr. Freedman iz dead. Mr. Lane is dead,
view of thoss swwho have eriticised Mr, Wil but something may be gained from .!.i~
son’s foreign policy unless it is the view | papers. AMr. Read, fortunately, is alive,

and, from the description Mr, Shonts has
given of him, should provide entertaining
testimony. Mr. Young still has a story to
tell, undoubtedly.

Mr. Shontse's explanation of “commit-

that we have relied upon diplomatic nego-
tintions to maintain rights which should
bave been upheld by blood and iron?”
That flatly misrepresents the issue, as The
Tribune pointed out on Saturday last. The |
President's crities do not attack him be-|ments and obligations” should be flanked
@ relied on diplomatic negotistions|in the testimony by all the information
to maintain American rights, He didn't!{the minority at that time in the Inter-
confine himsel? to mere diplomacy. He|borough can give about this mysterious
nlso experimented with “blood and iron” phrase.
at Vera Cruz. Yet if he had maintained -
American rights, either by diplomacy or! Unjustifiable.
Ly “hlood and iron” there would be no Even the most prrcistvnt adves ary
ism of his poli 'y to-day except from 1. corporation and the capitalist must
the out-and-out pacifists. ladmit that there some merit in
The real indictment drawn against his argument against the Philippines scuttle
policy is that it did not maintain rights|.,.4e by Mr, Charles M. Swift, president
vither by note-writing or by acts of vio- of the i'hl!ippinc tailway Company. e
lence like the seizure of Mexico's chief sea- represents two enterprises in the islands,
port. His policy has .t-ecome_n l‘l‘l"rf'“h' the Manila Electric Railroad and Light
not because it was Ie!ther di_piamatn: OT! Company, which he admits is tolerabily
BOteRAy 1V was: 51 08 be”’.ﬂ“,'m’ but| cuccessful, and the Philippine Railway
lwcause it was insincere, vacillating and Company, a struggling concern. “In hoth
futile. It has had no purpose e.‘:ce]?t _m cases.” he tells the Committée on Insular
nvoid responsibility and to de!yy definite Affairs of the House of Representutives,
wetion. It has never accomplished any- “the investment made by myse If and asso.
thing, chiefly because it never meant what ciates was in response to invitations com-
it said . ing from Washingtor. Not one of the men
In Mexico our diplomacy should ljm'o who risked his capital would have taken &
lad but one aim—to protect American | p,.o in either enterprise if it had been
lives and rroperty. But that aim was
:-.-imrq]::-ah-.s ut the outset to‘the side is- |10 «oil” But if the seuttle actually oc-
tue of boycotting Huerta, Then nylu‘thf_'r_(_u”. the Philippines will no longer be
cide issue intervened—the restoration of American soil. and, Mr. Swift declares,
land ownership to the submerged peons.|, .. .. . ieioe will not be worth 10 cents
After Huerta's fall thof“ bt sudden on the dollar. The re=ult will be tanta-
Shilt to the idea of "!'H'l'u‘_u nan-interfer: mount to confiscation of nine-tenths of
viee with the I\t-luuu. factions while lhe?!tlwir viifize:
were trying to “determine their own form| '\, 0 gamiliar with conditions in the
el gl interfer- Philippines can doubt the truth of that
pted for the purposs of statement. To exclude the Philippines
b r<'urt‘mer‘.t .r.r{'m ..uw'ﬁ'nm America would be to depreciate, if
That failing, Car- |rot to destroy, every American investment
|there. This is, perhaps, one of the smaller
|phase: of the issue, but it is not un-
misdered and ‘m‘wru‘nn Propecty sy be'-\turtiw of serious consideration. It in-
ing destroyed. k”t. a hand was lifted to “nl\'v,-".hu good faith of this nation toward
¢rforce American rights, while blood WBE | 4s own citizens, For months America has
--.--:I‘mrl'lnlnn.vunt of energy been trembling on the verge of a war
poTe d in trying to TeEU-| Loy Mexico to protect the lives and prop-
of Mexican potiics, | erty of its citizens in that foreign country.
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proposed to launch them on any but Amer-

of govert
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iment."”
sile
wcing Carr
I'ruvisional Presidency.

ranzi was recognized.
Hut s}l the time Americans were being

spilled and
vas being 1

late the co

h ls it Cappe rr:e_-;.lu.m to say that the If interests of Americans on foreign soll
Vilson programme in ?{pxir-.,.. whether deserve such paternal care, what of the
g not restesined within lhe.intcrosﬂ..sa of Americans on American soil?
:1":::1:; r.-.:..?“}.' was A complets and.To dewr't them under pressure of neces-

s for & ”e'rm-n’_ I cancerned. It o SitY would be bad; to desert them need-

sly unjustifiable.
equally foolish to say that no American enily wojus

can eriticise Mr. Wilson's activities with-|
out being either & cowardly Copperhead or|
an advocate of war. The United States is
1ot seeking war;
from war, if its own rights and interests ! thinks women would be happier in trous-
rro sttacked. If the Democratic party ers. “The women I eaw in San Fran
+ unts to support a policy whose only !esticiscn's Chinatown,” he is quoted &3 re-
¢f success is in avoiding war at any cost, marking to his audience, “were attired
3Mr. Bryan is its logical leader, not Mr. more gensibly than their Occidental sisters,
Wilson. land they wore something very like

So long as the United States pursues trousers. When God gave folks legs he
manfully and consistently its historic pol-|intended them for use, '"."l if all women
icy of protecting American citizens and de- udopted the masculine attire used by their
fending neutral rights, the issue of war sisters in mountain climbing they would)

» | "
und peace cannot rest entirely in its hands. | f«:! het:tl'r. 4 gy A
r. arry Aon s T |

We are subject to attack by those who | i . ' :
deny our rights, and even Mr. Wilson has entertainingly on this point in a late issue!
, He

said that such an attack may come &t any of “The Saturday Evening l’un‘."
moment, | puts into the mouth of Ma Pettengill some |
What the critics of Mr. Wilson's Ger- words of wisdom which the Rev. Dr, Nor-
wan poliey complain of is that it has not cross might well ponder. * ‘1-'rro-llnm from
puintpined Americun rights; nor hae it skirts, 1 says (she was sluldrl"mng Miss
ven forestalled the possibility of war. The Hetly Tipton, her protégiée), ‘is the ]nqt‘
resident has not tried*to put the coun- thing your sex wants. Skirts is the final
y into that eondition of military security refuge of immodesty, to which women will
which il:'ould fecl no hesitation llmut-cli_pg like grim dvsl?l._ 'I‘hey‘ n::ll du[ any|
tecting American honor and interests, | possible thing to & skirt—slit it, thin it,
itever the outcome. He has left the na-| shorten it, hike it up one side -—r‘mnple are
dafancelens, while writing notes tolsetting up nights right now thinking up

Trousers for Women.
The Rev. Dr. James E. Norcross, of the

He has even gone so far as ;

not =

. gide to broadside.

neither can it run ewsy Shady Avenue Baptist Church, Pittsburgh, |

‘m:m- new thing to do to it—but women BILLS
won't give it up and dress modestly as men
do beenuse it's the only unfair drag they
ot left with the men)" ., . .
What possessen the Pittshurgh divine to
believe that women seek physical comfort
«s? It is comfort of mind they are
and that can come only with the
sowledpe that what they wear is creating
the intended impression. Squeezed into
ets of reinforced conerete, hobbled
and helpless in narrow skirts, their feet
tortured in tight shoes, they can yet re-
in radiantly happy. conscious of profit.
able martyrdom. This for them is the
peace that passeth all understanding, ull

DISPUTED 'PHONE
A Grievance of SBubscribers Called

‘to Senator Thompson's Attention.

I'o the Editor of The Tribune.
ir: 1 have been n close reader of the
tigation of the Thompson committes
ato the affairs of o certain Inrge corporation
| am & ecitizen, a taxpayer and the gule
lossen of throe prominent Hie nday corners
The lttle introductory regarding mysell is
th try Lo prove that | must have a certan
smount of good senss end judgment and be
rendy to sbide by the lawa and regulations of
the City and State of New York, its iy divid
unls and corporations. But 1 honestly and
firmly believe there is one eorporation, the
New York Telephione Company, that is get
ting awny with financial murder on its wub
jseriburs,
| You enter into a contrart with this tele
phone company, aceepting contract from them
that you know will cover your proportion
of business, xs you buy anything else noces

I

i li?l

after,
Cor
mn

masculine understanding.

“Little Navy" Psychology.

The suspicion is growing that not a few
of our “little navy"” Congressmen oppose
the growth of the navy through jealousy |

jenlousy of the importance of anything!
about which they are totally ignorant.
Tuke, for exumple, the Hon. John R. Con.
nelly, of Kansas, a new member of the
Naval Affairs Committee of the House.
Me. Connelly wrote a constituent not long
ago that should the United States be in-
vaded the inhabitants of the Atlantic sea-
board could retire behind the Alleghenies
and those of the Pacifie Coast behind the
Rockies and live out their lives in perfect
security. More recently still, at a commit-
tee hearing, he inquired of Rear Admiral keep books one way, theirs.

Grant, commander of the submarine flo-| s the New York Telophone Compuny of
tilla, if torpedo buat destroyers were in-|"7"'* fmpaitance;ty the (cumuitnity then Sue

onsolidated Gas or Edison El These
tended to chase and destroy torpedoes. |corporations are compelled by Iaw to instull

Now, at home in Colby, Kan, Editor | meters with instructions for reading same
Connelly has a certain reputation to main- to subseribers, and the tecphone company
tuin. There are fellow townsmen there <44 away with the ery, “Meters or registers

. 3 lare too expensive, We nre impregnable; we
who on observing him about to enter the| .. comulite: You muat pay Top the wxtok
editorial offices of “The Colby Free Press” calle or wa will discontinue the service,”
are given to exclaiming: “There goes John | which they do after nccepting payment for
Connelly—what he don't know ain't worth regular contract service, .
knowin'." 1t seems only natural and hu- ! fook this matter gp with the Second Dis-
1, therefore, that Mr. Connelly should

snry for your business. Yoo receive & manth
Iy stutement for your contract proper, which
« 0. K. But in the lefthand corner of this
statement every month is a “little joker’
for extra ealls at five cents each. | huve
epeatedly nsked for an itemized statement of
su-called extra ealls, not even contracted ealls
being used, according to my record, hept in
ench store, The company refuses to send the
|itemized statement, saying that the peculiar
mechanism of their register makes it impos
'sible to render itemized statementa to sub
seribers,  In other words, the register only

o

triet TPublie Serviee Commission, and the
|latter | received from them would indicate

maintain a bearish attitude toward lhingsilh:.t they were entirely helpless, They had

received and =eemed to have learned by heart
the poor telephone company’s side of the
atory.

A prominent lawyer in this neighborhood
made an i2sue with them on this matter a ;'-~w|
Representative Oscar Callaway, of Co- :.r‘.l.r\.-%;1::::'ru\r:lrlnl::;Ilil'uq:lli.:ul'\-:;xl.lt’h;:i::"ffl.;‘?:l‘l':
1.'.:.r:«}‘1r-, Tex., is nn?tlwr‘new member n\"‘”" it "Nene” cud thev Gatled Olth-lllli-lt
the Naval Affairs Committee whose feel-|pasie ’ |
ings are those of Mr. Connelly, only Mr.| Controller Travis made the New York Cen-
likes to make interesting naval[tral Railroad render itemized statement of
‘ such as that battleships ‘}::_f";_:r1;::.}1_1-\'1:,““%“““:_:{ "{.r;;’p;{::‘e ';':lm‘;’ﬂ‘;;’
i1d carry submarines lashed to their|,ny bigger than the New York Central Ball-
to the seene of battle and that they roud? WILL J, O'HEARN.

uld fight head on rather than broad-| New York, Feb. 15, 1016,

! If only the navy might ——
e composed of prairie schooners, what “We Want Roosevelt.”
enthusinsts these gentlemen would be-|To the Editor of The Tribune.

! But then, of course, their peculiar Sir: The favorite sons, the two spots, have
fitnes= for membership on the Naval Af- descended into the obscurity from which they
fairs Committee would be it an end. | #prung, and those who are determined to re-
. _ l"-_l-‘T”'-jl; ohf\'::t;; s:emﬁ-wmmﬂmg Charles

= . Hughes To e ublican nomination.

For the Suppression of Bad Art. Wkhile yielding to npu one in my admiration

Men of fastidious taste are beginning to| for Justice Hughes, I fail to see what qualifi-|
<how signs of uneasiness at the prospect cations ho possesses for the Presidency in
of an explosion of art when hostilities aro|'h”§ troubled times. Undoubtedly from the
aver, anid so conscious are they in Enuhn'.pr-ch'-cinn's :-lau.ix.lomf.l he would make an
of the dreadful consequences of unpre- | ‘4¢! candidate. Having expressed no viewa|
paredness for war that a few of the choicer|
pirits have already banded themselves in
a determined effort to provide agsinst the
disasters of prace,

The Civie Art Association might have
been founded at any time, its avowed ob-
and
and

The navy to him belongs in the
ategory of things that “ain’t worth
knowin®” and he would keep it in its

place,

naval,
0

Callaway

ggestions,

come

on the vital issues of the day he has anl.u:o-i
nized no one, and so would be all things to
| nll men, The hyphenated element would sup-
port hini as a protest against the harsh
|words in the Wilsonian notes te Germany,|
|while thore who are disgusted with an admin-|
istration which has not hesitated to sacrifico!
{the nation’s honor to partisun advantage|
gwlnﬂd support him in hope of & change of
| poliey.

But the important question is what kind|
of a President would he make? Does he be-
lieve in effective prepuredness? Does he be-
{‘Ill'\'l‘ in a vigorous foreign poliey? And if he|

¢ believes, han he the qualitics of leader-
p und stutesmanship to make his ereed
praecticul and effective? There is no certainty
lot these points, and | submit that this s no
| time for experiment. We should take
nore nees 3 ] ie 4 T
‘or memorials of all sorts, and, as the .. h:-r::llrt;d:»r :I'hll'.:|u§'l:|p:'lil:-1\‘\'l:.:n ;:ll:!l:it;:al.l
Lord Mayor of London observed in the man of proved capacity, Courage and wisdom
course of the inaugural address, “the very of the highest order will be required of ow
wtion that the country might suffer, as in| President if the problems which the next four
the past, from & multiplication of T C i will bring are to be solved aright.

} ast, ; Those of us who believe in the old Ameri-
rinls which were ugly, trivial and common-|canism which was not “too proud to fight"
place was enough to fill them with shame and who wish our country to regain the pluce

jects being to promote the use of arts
crafts for all sorts of civie purpeses
to support all efforts to beautify cities,
towne and villages by the employment of
artists and craftsmen, But in establish-
ing it now while the war is in full swing
the promoters are fully conscious of the
peculine dangers that threaten the cities,
towns and villages of their native land.
They foresee the great demand there will

ne |

|
and alarm.”

Lord Beauchamp, one of the founders,
intimated that they were not roncerned
merely with loeal and pavochial affairs.
Amone the monuments to be expected was
ane expressing the undying gratitude of |
Britain to France, and it would hardly ';
suffice to have this done in the perfunctory|
way of an ordinary English monument.
England is so loaded with evesores already
that if the Civic Art Association can do
anything to regulate the inevitable de-
mand for national, regimental and per-

1908, have no doubt ss to who our next Presi-

dent should be. For us Representative Gard- |

ner has spoken: “We are tired of vague|

stutements and beating around the bush, Wae|
want Roogevelt for President.”

JOHN FRANCIS CURRAN. |

New York, Feh. 14, 1016, i

. Ecclesia Militans.
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Over & year ago the Bishop of Lon-|
don compared the world war to u fair and
square fight between spirited schoolboys, and
England and Germany to the two champion

! 3 » ? fightera, “When t i e
sonal memorials it will earn the gratitude l.fslll‘ll‘l!.‘-hll‘!. :r ‘-::!Iﬂf::kl:ho;r:;; a;t’;:’::“:

{of future generations, 1f i_L cal_mot do|be all the better friends.” When I held office
much in the way of creation, it may,{at Queen's College, London, with which
justify its existence b_‘.i‘BJ!hop Ingram is closely associated, he was
..rm'uod by ull students, who are composed
of many nationalities. They loved him for
: . - ~ |his personul charm and excellent qualities
Chancellor Day, of Syracuse University, iniof charucter, and not the least for that rare
referring tn the movement for preparedness, |ubhyence of Insular prefudice which he hmi
says: “This was overdone in Europe, and itliearned to merge in that higher patriotiam
|should teach us m grave lesson” The good| which voices and mirrors the Christian spirit
doctor i3 evidently one of those who helieve|of universay sympathy. P
'the pun should be mightier then the sword. [ Hishop Ingram served as a chaplain with
S p— ‘:the British forces in France, and the horrors|
The capturs of Erzerum pales before that|of war are apt to engender bitter feelings in
of Ignatius T. T. Lincoln—In the opinion of the best of us. German and Turkish news-
the captive. paper critics should, therefore, not be too
severe on the kindly prelate because he re-
cently rebuked the enemies of his land for
“killing chivalrous warfare” The remark!
,tu;m.:!dI nruhmly have better been unsald,
|since [t {8 the supreme task of the Christian
Luxury. | clergy to promote good will hetween the bel-
How litt'e it becomes us now, when burns ligerent peoples ruther than add fresh cuts
Our Mother world, In fiddles and in wine|!® the bleeding wounds,

To fritter our high birthright! What| . o o Fehﬁfﬂ-"”;-:}'a P. HORRWITZ,

nevertheless,
wholesale repres:

—_——

ity of Mush Btormed.—Headlne,
| Mow the Russisns must have breakfasted!

divine | SR |

g e - loft & ! W ol el : |
Spark is left in us now? What man dis Less Heroic than Habitual” |
SN To the Editor of The Tribune i

e s + |
The “l:'::i::r of the good old times or Sir: The basic difference hetween Wood-
i , row Wilson and Roosevelt is that of the at-

Aught good of us? Our gifts are noble, | mospheres (n which they have had thelr be-
fine; ing. T. R. has always had to “make good”;

Yet Man may give and gobble with the Woodrow taught eehool. |
swine, Now that the current has set in for the

Blind ta God's sword, his own ancestral country’s big man, some of the Republican
urns! “leaders” who were out of town (and are|

yet) when the Germans attacked us, but were
slways thers when Mexico was mentioned
tunlike T. R. they lack the courage to sug-
gest an intervention) are willing to compro-
mise (1) and neme & Progressive Republican
unless Hughes will gave them,

Any well trouncad man will eampromise
unless he's & hero. And the G. O. P, “lead-
ers" are less heroie than habitual.

Brooklyn. Feb, 13, 1916, A A G

Luxury in her thousand landaulets,
Serene in cushions, is full fair to see;
But we of old have known her and her nets

lgnoble to englave whom God made free!
God help the fallen nation that forgets !
She is the death-bed of Democracy!
EARL SIMONSON.

PAYING THE PRICE
The Humiliating Condition to Which President Wilson's Policy Has Brought |
the United States—Still More to Pay in the Future—The
Danger of War Is Not Averted.

!makes a flying trip to the Middle West, and|

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Many of our people continue to con-
gratulate themselves on the fact that we
have been kept out of the war. Few seem
to give heed to the price that wo have paid
for geeuring thas privilege  Some of us be
lieve it to be fur greater than any we should
have been ealled upon to pay had we taken
the risk of being drawn into the conflict be
cause of gtanding firmly for what we knew
to be the mora! right of nations, instead of
evading every moral issue, as the present
government has done so consistently.

What is the price we have paid? It is to
have acquired the enmity of the most pow-
crful military despotism on earth and lost
the friendship and gained the contempt of
every other nation. Does any one believe
that to have done these things is to have
averted the danger of war? No one who
uses his mind ean think so.

No one will deny the truth of the follow-
irg statements: International law and treaty
rights were sell-confessedly set at naught
when Germany invaded Belglum, The people
of the last-named country, civil as well as |
military, were treated by the Germans with |
& cruelty never surpassed in the wurfare of |
SHVALOY, |

Our own people have been killed while
travelling on peaceful errands on unarmed|
merchant vessels, some of which have beeul
sailing under our own flag, some of them un

at war with Germany.

An underground warfare has been carried|
on in our own territory by agents of Ger-|
many, in the course of which some of our
people have lost their lives and the prnpertyi
of athers has been destroyed. |

To add to the significance of these erimu,!
in so fur as they relate to the attitude of

|our government, our women have been out- that he is to go down along with his asso-

raged and our men killed in Mexico with im-
punity ever since this administratior has
been in office.

What haa the government of the
Stites done In the fuce of these erimes?
Nothing!  Nothing of a decisive nature!|
Nothing that promises their ecessation] |

Until eighteen months after the beginning|
of the war the President confined his activi-|
ties to the writing of diplomatie letters, not!
cne word of the demunds contained in which
hes he taken any steps to make operative.|
He has eounselled us “to maintain  our|
potse,” “to think neutrally”—which is to say
to think not at all. Ie has told us “that a|
wman may be too proud to fight,” when his|
own people wore being killed before his eyes, |
He has informed us that “this country has
nothing to do with the war™—a war in which/|
every national ideal, every free institution
in which the very roots of our national lifc
ure planted, is being attacked and threat-
ened with extinetion by the greatest mi]itnryl
despotism on earth, and defended by the
peoples of the countries wha hold dear the
cume principles of human liberty s we havi |
wlways held dear; a war in which, should

United |

|in the next bresth he tells us that nothing

| :

among the n i I continue to be perpetrated upoms us in Mex-
DN She aumann HIh 10 held on Macal 4 |cer that of one or another of the countries|ico. Underground warfare continues here on

| American soil.

|1t is & change that has taken place here at

|den change of front concerning national de-

there exploits us his own views those he has
borrowed from his political opponenta,
After eighteen months of absolutely neg-
‘ecting all means of nationa! defence, we
find him now loudly proclaiming the imme-
dlute and pressing necessity or supplying
them, We see him employing his per-
suasive powers of speech, which are beyond
nuestion great, in giving voice to principles
thut he has utterly disregarded until now,
and which he shou!d have voiced at the very
outset of the war, and assuring the people
that he has the honor of the country—to
whicl his every act has proved his indif-
ference hitherto—at heart before all else,
In the course of his speeches he does not,
however, hesitate to contradiet his past ae-
tions and even hiz immediately preceding
words with a fine disregard of their signifi-
cance, He says on one occasion, “The ecoun-
try muy be involved in war at any time,” but

wew has arisen which gives him cause for
this especial anxiety to-day. Yet again, in
close juxtaposition, we are informed that the

situation is not what it was a year ago, Just|

which one of these contradictory statements
he would have us believe it ia impossible to
say, but we all know, and he knows as well,
that the situsation is to-day what it has been
from the first day of the war. There hay
heen no change, International law has no.
been repaired at the hands of those who
«mashed it to pieces. The murder of our
people has not teen disavowed. Outrages

But there iz one thing that has changed.

home, and it is the only one in the situation.
It is that the President's failures to act and
his sets have, little by little, come home to
‘he understanding of the people. They have
ceased to “think neutrally,” to be dummies
in his hands. And it has become evident

ciates in disgrace if he maintains the course
he has thus far followed. Hence this sud-

fence and other factors of the situation.

But even in this, his latest change of front,
the utter lack of sincerity or reliability has
been clearly shown when put to the very first
test; for when the plan which emanated from
his Seeretary of War, and which he has been
leudly supporting in his tour in the West, ia
attacked by a committee of Congresa he im-
medintely sbandons his stand taken within
a few days preceding, and allows the strong-
¢s«t man in his Cabinet to resign, the latter
not being able to countenance further a vacil-
lating luck of policy.

Will those who are nlways clamoring that
ignoble phrase, “Safety frst,” point ou*
wherein safety has been secured by the
course taken by our government? Kept us
out of war? Why, it has done ita very best
to Involve us in war. For it has made the
country appear like a schoolboy who is for-
ever tryving to eseape an attack by one or
more of his fellowa by slipping through
svery and any avenus of escape that he can
And. That is what the President has madc

Germany be the victor, our own national ex. the world believe that this country has been
isterice would very presently be exposed to busily occupied in doing during this war.
her sttack. And we are told that this war Who has ever known of a schoolboy whe
has nothing to do with us by the man who followed this line of conduct who Was not

in ut the head of our stale; who, whatever

leise he may luck, is not defective In knowl.|will it be with this eountry, which the Presi-

vige of the world’s history and cannot claim
ignorance as an excuse.

Thus have pussed the first eighteen months
of the war, g0 far as we are concerned—
pussed in condoning the smashing to bits of
international law; in condoning the murder
of our own people on the high seas and in
Mexico, and in allowing to gather headway
the underground warfare conducted on our
territory by the agents of Germany, who
have added to the items of the list of our
dead and of our properties destroyed, |

S0 much for the time until Congress aa-
«embled. Then at last the President awakes,
to the fact that more und more of our people
are no longer willing, out of respect for his
affice, to remain silent and patient under the
tumiliation to which he has subjected them
by this course of evading all morak respon-
sibility, and comes to the realization that hs
is inviting disaster and defeat for himself
and his political sssociates nt the next elee-
tion if he does nnt‘dopt a new one. So he

“picked on" by all his schoolmates? So, too,

‘ent has placed in precisely the same posi-
tion,

Perhaps it may be pertinent to ask, in con-
eluding this letter: Just how do those who
huve lent their enthusiastic support to the
policy of the President formerly, when it|
was sbsolutely opposed to what he says his
present attitude iz, reconcile their support of
him now with that which they formerly gave
to him? FRANCIS S, WATSON.

Hoston, Mass., Feb. 14, 18146,

The New Freedom at Sea.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Can you or any sane person explain
how a rule that merchant ships should be
compelled to stop and be searched and tor-
pedoed at the will of any German submarine
commander would make for the “freedom of
tl_u seas”? It does not sound to me like any
kind of “freedom.”

“A TRULY B

RITISH SUCCESS"

Opinions on Britain's Failure to
Cope with Germany's Publicity.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: Regarding your able editorial in The
Tribune of to-day [ fanecy that you misap-
prehend the British attitude in the prem-
ises, | imagine that my own epinion of the
American people is largely the opinion of
the British generally, and we think that the
Americans sre very much lik ourselves and
would resent any attempt on the part of &
foreign potentate or agency to influenze
American opinion by newspaper appeals. In-
stance: the most powerful campaign matter
in favor of the Conservative party in the
last Canadian election were the Heamt
papers, with their editorisls in favor of recis
procity, freely circulated threugh Canada,

The Americans are very well informed as
to the major issue in this war, and the
American sense of perspective will scarée-
Iy permit American opinion to be led astray
by a red herring dragged across the trail
in the shape of freedom of the seas, how-
ever' the German gstatesmen may reiterate
the cry.

Nor will American common sense fail to
understand that in throttling German com-
merce there will be aceidental and some-
times necessary finterference with neutral
trade, but the slight disadvantage to Ameri-
can interest will be overbalanced by the
triumph of those principles of universal lib
erty for which the American people have
always stood.

In a matter of this kind I faney that
American common sense needs no instruc-
tion from elther England or Germany.

H. B. HETHERINGTON,

New York, Feb. 15, 1916,

Not a Fire Eater.

To the Edii v of The Tribune,

Sir: In your editoria] “Tha lssus” like
many of its predecessors, you constantly re:
peat your dissatisfaction with what Wilsen
has done because of the violation of Bel-
gium's neutrility and the sinking of the Lu-
sitania by th, Germans. As far as [ can see
you eunningly omit to propose what you want
us to do.

Should you now proposs a step or move
in any direc.ion please be sure to add to it
the advantage which you expect the United
States (not you alone) to derive., That is
very important,

My idea is that because a very few persons
in the United States are waxing fat by sell-
ing war materials, ete., to the English allies,
the balance of the Ameriean people must be
the servants also of the English allies snd
do as they are told.

I fail to find any important instance where
the English allies have sustained any protest
or elaim which we as neutrals made for ours
selves relative to our rights under treaties,
conventions, internationsl law, ete.

A true blue American, but not a fire ester.

I JULES CHOPAK, JR.

New York, Feb, 18, 1916,

"Italy and Serbla.”

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: You will grently oblige me if you will
publish in your columns to-morrow the fol-
lowing declaration:

In the letter written by Mra. I, €. Fay, and
published on the 18th inst. in The Tribune,
under the heading “Italy and Serbia,” 1 aceept
responsibility only for that part which hss
been published in inverted commas, and which
was really written by me. The statement
made by that lady purporting to be a conver-
sation held with me does not express my
|views in any /ay,

CHEDDO MIYATOVICH,
Former Serbian Minister in England.
Washington, D, C., Feb. 19, 1918,
Should Be Read by British.
To the Editor of The Tribune,

8ir:  Let me thank you for your admi-
rable leading article in to-day's issue. It in
one of many illuminating editorials written
by you since the beginning of the Great
War. Would to heaven it might be read by
sotne of my British patriots with po
to do and not merely to say! It will not
my fault If It is not.

New York. Feb. 14, 1910,

R. C, RATHBORNE.
New Y

b Y




